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EXPENSES

Property Taxes:

2025

$1855

*Buyers must do their own due diligence of services/utilities availability, and the connection/installation costs involved. 
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Type Centre
Distance 

(km)
Driving Time

School

Rosemont Elementary School 700m 2 min

Hume Elementary School 3.5 7 min

LV Rogers Secondary 3.9 7 min

Trafalgar Middle School 1.3 3 min

Shopping
Baker Street Shopping (downtown) 1.7 4 min

Chahko-Mika Mall 2.9 6 min

Airport
West Kootenay Regional Airport, Castlegar 40.7 30 min

Trail Regional Airport 77.3 1 hr

Major Cities

Kelowna, BC 345 4 hr 7 min

Kaslo, BC 71.4 1 hr 5 min

Spokane, WA 238 3 hr 2 min

Cranbrook, BC 229 2 hr 36 min

Calgary, AB 613 6 hr 43 min

Vancouver, BC 658 7 hr 35 min

Hospital/ Medical 

Centre

Kootenay Lake Hospital 2.4 5 min

Nelson Health Centre 1.7 4 min

Kootenay Boundary Regional Hospital, Trail 70 54 min

Dentist
Kootenay Lake Dental Clinic, Nelson 54.1 51 min

Nelson Ave Dental Clinic, Nelson 51.8 45 min

Library Nelson Public Library 1.6 3 min

COMMUNITY INFORMATION

Nelson

Nelson is surrounded by the rugged Selkirk Mountains and sits on the shores of the West Arm of 

Kootenay Lake. Nelson has earned a reputation as a cultural centre. The downtown area is packed 

with good restaurants, cafes, coffee houses, local shops, small art galleries, the restored Capitol 

Theatre (a regional hub for the performing arts) and impromptu theatre venues. The city is about 

forty-five minutes away from the site of the annual Shambhala Music Festival, an internationally 

known artistic music festival held in August at the Salmo River Ranch. It is also home to 

the Whitewater Ski Resort and the Nelson Brewing Company (a regional microbrewery). The area’s 

waterways and surrounding mountains provide plenty of opportunity for outdoor adventure.

Weather

Average Yearly Rainfall (mm): 756 Average Yearly Snowfall (cm): 173.2

Average Highest Temperature (c): 27 Average Lowest Temperature (c): -5



Recreation

Whether gliding through the incredible powder at Whitewater Ski Resort, rafting down class 4 rapids 

on the Salmo River, catching a twenty-five pound rainbow trout on Kootenay Lake, hiking up to 

Kokanee Glacier, or golfing several beautiful 9-hole layouts, the area has attractions for everyone. 

Explore Kootenay Lake in a powerboat, sailboat, kayak, or canoe. Go hiking on groomed trails or 

wilderness terrain in provincial parks. There are no less than five of these (and one rugged 

conservancy) nearby, including the stunning Kokanee Glacier Provincial Park. Boating, sport fishing, 

swimming, water-skiing, kayaking, canoeing, scuba diving, hiking, mountain & tour biking, ATV 

touring, golfing, horseback riding, cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, cat-skiing, heli-skiing, 

paragliding.

Historic and Heritage Sites

The famous "Kootenay vibe" runs through the arts, heritage and people of our region. With more 

heritage buildings per capita than anywhere else in British Columbia, Nelson’s and Kaslo's culture 

can be seen in our historic and gorgeously-restored homes, shops and buildings. Crawford Bay is full 

of unique artisans that are internationally renowned. You'll be sure to fill the car with local treasures 

as you travel around and discover the region. Finding Awesome! 

Known as “The Queen City”, Nelson was, from the start, a centre for culture. It is highlighted as the 

"Number One Small Town Arts Community in Canada" by author John Villani, and is home to a large 

and diverse artisan community. With more heritage buildings per capita than any other city in the 

province, Nelson's reputation as the “Heritage Capital of BC” is also appropriate.

Festivals and Events

MarketFest invites the entire community to come out and party in celebration of local food and 

homemade crafts several times during the summer in Nelson.

The MS Society also hosts the Taste of Nelson each fall, while the Hume Hotel invites guests to 

travel back in time for delicious food and drinks at Grapes & Grains in the spring.

The Nelson Garden Festival - Enjoy over 60 booths of vegetables, flowers, perennials and annuals, 

shrubs and bulbs. The festival is free, and is held downtown Nelson on Baker Street.

The Kaslo Jazz Festival draws music-lovers from far and wide in August, as people come to see live 

music from international swing, blues and jazz musicians. The music festival has been staged every 

August since 1991. Audiences line the beach to enjoy incredible jazz music performed from a floating 

stage. 

Across the lake, the family-friendly Starbelly Jam Festival in Crawford Bay is a captivating weekend 

getaway for kids and the young at heart. Camping on the beach, attending concerts day and night, 

and eating delicious food are all part of the Starbelly experience.

Shambhala is the world-famous electronic music festival that transforms into the largest pop-up city 

in the West Kootenays (near Salmo) each August. Shambhala is cutting edge in its healthy modern 

way of creating a space for festival goers to experience music and community together.

Economy

Nelson has a population of 10,232 and a trading area of approximately 60,000. More 

recently Nelson's excellent climate, location, and quality workforce have helped create a robust and 

diversified economy including tourism, education, health services, manufacturing, and technology.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION

http://www.kaslojazzfest.com/
https://www.nelsonkootenaylake.com/listing/starbelly-jam-music-festival


COMMUNITY INFORMATION

Balfour

Balfour sits on the west bank of beautiful Kootenay Lake with the Selkirk mountain range as 

its backdrop. This small community is home to lovely beaches and the free ferry which 

takes you on a 35-minute scenic ride across the lake to Kootenay Bay. This area is well-

known for its world-class fishing for Rainbow Trout and Kokanee. Boating is also very 

popular. Nearby Buchanan Lookout with an elevation of 6,263 feet (1,909 metres) has 

spectacular views, lovely flowers in season, and a 2 km (1.3 mi) loop trail that provides 

access to viewpoints on the rock bluffs. Hiking, golfing and winter activities are all here in 

the Balfour area.

Location

Balfour is located on Highway 3A, 35 km (22 mi) northeast of Nelson. To the north 15 km (9 

mi) on Hwy 31 lies the small community of Ainsworth Hot Springs and 37 km (23 mi) from 

Balfour is the town of Kaslo. Balfour is the western terminal of the Kootenay Lake ferry, 

connecting with Kootenay Bay across the lake.

Weather

Average Yearly Rainfall (mm): 698 Average Yearly Snowfall (cm): 188

Average Highest Temperature (c): 25 Average Lowest Temperature (c): -5



COMMUNITY INFORMATION
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RESOURCES
KOOTENAYBC REAL ESTATE, Your Kootenay Property MatchmakerS: http://kootenaybc.com

Balfour & District- Business & Historic Association: https://balfourcanda.ca/

Nelson Chamber of Commerce: https://www.discovernelson.com/chamber-of-commerce/

For land use and planning, business licensing, taxes, permits, parks & rec, fire service 

https://www.rdck.bc.ca

City of Nelson: https://www.nelson.ca/

Waste Disposal: http://www.rdck.ca/EN/main/services/waste-recycling

Satellite TV Providers:

Shaw: https://www.shaw.ca/tv/satellite-tv

Internet

XploreNet or StarLink , Telus, Shaw

Hospitals

: https://www.interiorhealth.ca

Post Office

Canada Post: https://www.canadapost.ca

http://kootenaybc.com/
https://balfourcanda.ca/
https://www.discovernelson.com/chamber-of-commerce/
http://www.rdck.ca/EN/main/services/waste-recycling
https://www.shaw.ca/tv/satellite-tv
https://www.interiorhealth.ca/FindUs/_layouts/FindUs/info.aspx?type=Location&loc=Victorian Community Health Centre&svc=Telehealth&ploc=N/A
https://www.canadapost.ca/

