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Property Taxes:

2024

5798
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION

Balfour

Balfour sits on the west bank of beautiful Kootenay Lake with the Selkirk mountain range
as its backdrop. This small community is home to lovely beaches and the free ferry which
takes you on a 35-minute scenic ride across the lake to Kootenay Bay. This area is well-
known for its world-class fishing for Rainbow Trout and Kokanee. Boating is also very
popular. Nearby Buchanan Lookout with an elevation of 6,263 feet (1,909 metres) has
spectacular views, lovely flowers in season, and a 2 km (1.3 mi) loop trail that provides
access to viewpoints on the rock bluffs. Hiking, golfing and winter activities are all here in
the Balfour area.

Location

Balfour is located on Highway 3A, 35 km (22 mi) northeast of Nelson. To the north 15 km
(9 mi) on Hwy 31 lies the small community of Ainsworth Hot Springs and 37 km (23 mi)
from Balfour is the town of Kaslo. Balfour is the western terminal of the Kootenay Lake
ferry, connecting with Kootenay Bay across the lake.

Weather

Average Yearly Rainfall (mm): 698 Average Yearly Snowfall (cm): 188

Average Highest Temperature (c): 25 Average Lowest Temperature (c): -5



COMMUNITY INFORMATION

Recreational Facilities

Fadilities in and around Queans Bay include a 18 hole golf course in Balfour with a winter
skating pond, Kokanee Park with playground, annual kite flying demonstration, visitor's centre,
hikes, beaches, salmon run, lovely free ferry ride to Crawford Bay, Pilot Bay Lighthouse trail,
Proctor Hall with gymnastics.

SILVERY SLOCAN

This circle tour will take you through the villages of Kaslo, Mew Denver, Silverton, and 5locan, all
of whom owe their existence to mining rushes of the early 1890s. You'll see sparkling lakes,
boomtown architecture, and abandoned mines. Be sure to visit Sandon, a ghost town that was
once the epicentre of mining in the area and still has a few vestiges of its hayday. From Sandon,
you can also reach |daho Peak, where a former forestry lockout offers an unrivaled view of the
area.

AINSWORTH & KASLO

Ainsworth Hot Springs is the oldest community on Kootenay Lake. Originally a mining town, it's
now much better known for its resort and unigque caves — tunnels blasted to increase the
watar's flow. The resort also has a slightly cooler pool, cold plunge, hotel, and restaurant. Kaslo
is home to two national historic sites: city hall, built in 1898, and the 55 Moyie, a sternwheeler
launched the same year that plied Kootenay Lake for 58 years before being retired and
converted into a museumn. The Kaslo Jazz Etc. festival is held each August long weekend on a
floating stage in Kaslo Bay.

EAST SHORE

The 35-minute voyage from Baltour to Kootenay Bay is often billed, accurately, as the longest
free farry ride in the world. The trip aboard either the MV Ospray 2000 or smaller MV Balfour
must also rank as one of the most scenic ferry voyages. The East Shore communities of Crawford
Bay, Gray Creek, Riondel are teeming with artisans and shops, and the delightfully eccentric
Gray Creek Store, established in 1913, is one of the few places where you can buy a carton of
milk and a wood stove at the same time.

SELKIRK LOOP

The Internaticnal Selkirk Loop — dubbed North America’s only multi-national scenic loop — winds
through two states, one province, and numerous interesting towns and villages. This 450 km
excursion will take you through southeast BC, northeast Washington, and northern |daho,
including Melson, Salmao, Creston, Mewpaort, Banners Farry, Sandpoint, and Priest River. Plenty
of recreational cpportunitias can be found along the way, including fishing, boating, hiking,
biking, skiing, and horseback riding.

Geography

Balfour, also known as Balfour Bay, is an unincorporated community in British Columbia, located
about 30 kilometres northeast of the city of Melson and located at the juncture of Kootenay Laks
with its Wast Arm It is the location of the Kootenay Lake Farry, which is the longest tall-free
vehicle ferry in Morth America. Mount Leki (2,779m/9,117H) rises dramatically across Kootenay
Lake and is a popular hike for locals. The Selkirks are home to the Goat Range and Kokanes
Glacier Provincial Parks. Both parks offer a full range of four season recreational opportunities.
Elavation: 1,873

Population: 459 (2014)
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RESOURCES

DANNY SCHELL, Your Kootenay Property Matchmaker: http://kootenaybc.com

Village of Kaslo: http://www.kaslo.ca/
For land use and planning, business licensing, taxes, permits inside of the Village of Kaslo limits.

Regional District of Central Kootenay: http://www.rdck.ca/
For building permits, land use and planning, fire services, parks and recreation etc. inside Areas AK.

Chamber of Commerce hitps://www.gobc.ca/balfour-travel/balfour-and-district-chamber-of-
commerce 2188
Balfour and Area Guide: https://balfourcanada.ca/wp/

Waste Disposal: http://www.rdck.ca/EN/main/services/waste-recycling

Water Analysis: https://kaslo.civicweb.net/filepro/documents/7399
*Open latest Circulation Package for up-to-date water analysis reports

Health Care:
https://www.interiorhealth.ca/locations/kootenay-lake-hospital

Post Office
Canada Post: https://www.canadapost.ca
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